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him the surprising and terrible news that Romerales could
not answer the telephone because he had him in jail.
Casares Quiroga refused to believe what he heard, and to
verify the incident he called up the commander of the forces
in Africa, General Gomez Morato, who was in Tetuan, and
who answered that he was absolutely unaware of what was
happening in Melilla, but that he would verify the reports
immediately. And in effect, he took an aeroplane to that
place, where he was awaited by Legionnaires who, without
the least delay, led him into the presence of Colonel Solans.
"General, we have revolted against the government for
the welfare of Spain. Turn yourself over to us."
Gomez Morato did not resist but joined them.
The insurrection of the troops in Africa had been
unanimous. The armies of the two zones, joined by the same
ideal, had come to a common view during the manoeuvres
held in the middle of July on the Llano Amarillo. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Yagiie had the foresight to take along a
tent, and within its canvas walls conferences and discussions
were held among the leaders and officers of the forces
gathered. There, garrison juntas were designated, and the
manner in which the movement was to be carried out was
agreed upon. The objectors were convinced, the lukewarm
were encouraged, and everything was arranged and ready
for the signal.
The news of the assassination of Calvo Sotelo arrived on
the last night at Llano Amarillo. Among the officers there
was a nephew of the ex-minister named Barber, who made
ready to leave immediately for the Peninsula.
As he bid farewell to Lieutenant-Colonel Yagtie, the
latter said to him, "Soon you will have news from us."
Finally the awaited order arrived. The movement was to
begin on the lyth, at five o'clock in the afternoon. The
troops had been prepared for that hour, but in Melilla